
The Reporters Inc.’s Artificial Intelligence Policy 
(created September 2026)  

As artificial intelligence (AI) tools increasingly become part of how news 
organizations work, we want to be clear about how we use them—AND 
how we DON’T and WON’T use them. 

These principles apply across The Reporters Inc.’s digital and video 
journalism, as well as our newsletters and our social media.  

This policy is a living document. As AI technology changes—and it 
constantly is—we will update it. 

Our principles 

• Responsibility 
Our human journalists are responsible for everything we publish. If an 
AI tool plays any role in our work, an actual human being at The 
Reporters Inc. has reviewed its use and approved it.  
 

• Substantiation 
We treat anything an AI tool produces as unverified. That’s because 
generative AI tools can make mistakes (and often does), fabricate 
details and reflect bias from the data it’s culling its information from. 
For that reason, we utilize AI in our journalism only to direct us to the 
originally reported materials. We still rely mainly on our own original 
human reporting and trusted sources of our own, as we always have. 
 

• Human Decision-making                                                                       
AI does not replace our reporters, our editors, our writers, our 
producers, our videographers or the relationships they build with the 
communities we cover. We do not use AI to create entire stories, and 
we do not use AI to replicate or imitate the voice or likeness of any 
journalist or person. We do not see AI as a replacement of human 
journalists in any way. 
 

• Transparency 
When AI plays a substantive role in something we publish, we will 
fully inform our readers and viewers. For example, in investigations 
that use AI to synthesize or summarize large sets of data or research, 



we’ll be fully transparent about its use—and still require AI’s 
conclusions to be authenticated through human review.  
 

• Protection                                                                                             
The Reporters Inc, does and will not enter sensitive source material, 
unpublished reporting, or private information about our members and 
donors into public AI tools.  
 

Additional components of our policy  

• We will never mislead our audience by using AI-generated images 
that could be mistaken for original photography, art, or other original 
visual reporting. If an AI-generated image is used in the reporting, we 
will clearly label it. 
 

• We’re using AI to help with marketing, fundraising and operations—to 
help with tasks like analyzing audience data and improving our 
fundraising communications. The same standards for accuracy, 
privacy and human review apply across all departments at The 
Reporters Inc. 
 

Send us your input  

We know that questions around AI use in journalism are many, and people 
hold many different views. If you have feedback for us, we want to hear 
it. Email us at info@thereporters.org with your thoughts. 
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